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Following the Leader
Who do we follow? There are a lot of trends that we see in our world. There are changes in information that
require our attention. The things we could count on have changed, and now we must adopt other strategies
of dealing with the future. Who knew we would be ordering our food from our car on our cell phone and wait
for someone to bring it to a numbered space? If we think about it, we realize it has happened several times
in our lifetime. We can know that following Jesus is the right decision and the right person to follow.
How often do we change the person we follow? We have all had the experience of thinking someone had all
the answers only to find out they are human. Yes, they have some answers, but they do not know it all. We
find answers in books or internet searches only to find different answers in the next search. We are not able
to trust the answers that we found before because of different information now. They were right for the time
but now they don’t seem like the correct idea. The way we thought about things when we were eighteen is
completely different when we get older.
When we were first asked to follow Jesus, we responded to what we knew about Jesus at the time. We
know much more now. Some will even question their conversion because they know more now than they
did before. It seems like things have changed with this new knowledge and understanding, but it isn’t Jesus
that changed. Jesus is still the same as when we first began to follow. However, our following may look different because we are different. It isn’t that something was wrong with out first commitment, but our actions
of following must be different.
We have all played the game of following the leader. The leader will go over, around and under obstacles to
test the ability of his followers. It is as simple as that. Jesus is our leader, and we follow him. He shows us
how to do it and we follow his example. We can be better followers now than in the beginning because we
understand more. It is the easiest way. The more we learn the better we can follow. The more we learn the
more important it is to follow. The more we follow, the more God can give, bless, answer, and interact with
our lives. If we think God isn’t answering or seems particularly quiet lately, maybe it is time to see how well
we are following. The silence may not have started from his end, but from ours.
							
--Terry

Welcome to the Family
**No New information this week--please notify the office of new
addresses, phones and email updates**

Our Mission: Equip the family of God to be Jesus in
the home, the community and the world.

Order of Worship
Song Leader: Jonathan Green
Song: “God Is Love”
Welcome & Prayer: Jackie Hinkle
Song 869: “We’re Marching to Zion”
Song 162: “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name”
Song: “Come To the Table”
Communion & Contribution: Adam Henderson
Song 1005: “Beautiful Star of Bethlehem”
Song 76: “How Great Thou Art”
Scripture Reading: Acts 7:33-38 Phil Kerr
Sermon: “A Leader for All” Terry Singleton
Song 674: “I Have Decided to Follow Jesus”
Shepherd’s Prayer: Chuck Watts

Adopt-a-Family Mesa Style
Thank you so much for your help with this annual program to assist families in our neighborhood with Christmas gifts and to offer them an invitation to come be a part of God’s
family through your generosity! The families we adopted this year were smaller in size,
so we were able to adopt six families instead of
the usual four; as well, as assist a couple of others! Praise God for more opportunities! Thank you
so much for your generosity. Many individuals are
shopping, and the money donated has been used
to order gifts for the remaining people on the list. If
you are shopping, please leave your wrapped and
labeled gifts in the office workroom today if possible,
or let us know when you will plan to bring them. We are not going to be able to go in large
groups to deliver, but if your family would like to take a family to deliver gifts to, give us a
call in the office to arrange a time.
Tuesday Ladies’ Class
Ladies’ class will meet for the last time this year on Tuesday morning at 10 a.m. in the
Fellowship Hall. All ladies are invited to come join in the study! Face masks are required
and social distancing is observed. Class will resume on January 12th.
Moved Away
T. J. Foster has relocated to AR to live with his mom. As you know, TJ’s dad passed away
recently. If you would like to send him a card, his new address is 707 NW Ave. 1, Atkins,
AR 72823.
El Salvador and Manos de Esperanza
Manos de Esperanza wants to thank you all for your support of new students. You can
request to sponsor at anytime in the year. All three children are now sponsored. Your love
for people is amazing and what Christ looks for us to be! Thank you for all.
						--Curtis Allen
Corporation Meeting
The annual corporation meeting for Mesa Church of Christ will be on Sunday, January 3rd,
immediately following morning worship. This will only take a few minutes and is a state
requirement of all corporations.
Congratulations!
Alan & Tricia welcomed a new grandson on November 25th! Oliver Martin Smith was born
to Billy and Meg in Texas. Little Oliver weighed 4 lbs. 11 ozs. and was 17.5 inches tall. He
arrived a little early due to preeclampsia but all are well!
Sympathy
Our Christian love and sympathy is extended to Jena & Jana Bitikofer and their family in
the death of their dad, Roger. Roger passed away suddenly on Thursday. Roger and
his wife, Joyce, are former Mesa members. We had no info on arrangements at time of
printing.

Praise and Prayers

new and critical

Brenda Yee......................... Knee Replacement Recovery
Rusty Farr.................................................. Covid recovery
Carl Goodman........................................ Undergoing tests
Elizabeth Hill.............................................Covid Recovery
Santiago & Marilynn Yañez....................... Covid recovery
Diane Gist......................... Surgery for blood clot recovery
Brad & Barbara Kerley..............................Covid Recovery
Tracy Bouley............................................... Elbow surgery
Ed Schroeder........................... Back pain and procedures

on-going health problems

Heather Jette, Luana Guthrie, Malta O’Gorman, Joan
Piercy, Samuel DuBoise, Lynnita Knoch, Peter Ballesteros, Kevin Olson, Julie Vega, Debbie McMorries (S.
Young’s mom), April Norment (D. DuBoise’s mom), Shirley
Mathis, Kathy Marstein (P. Watkins’ mom), Lori Howerton’s Parents, Lynda Campbell, Troy Price, Gloria Hadley,
Jerra Bonebrake, Gaby Ivy, Jon Hardin, Michelle Black,
Lori Howerton, Tewana Carter, Martha Carroll, Gloria
Hadley

Shepherds
Jack Farr		
C.R. Gaines
Jackie Hinkle		
Kevin Hubby
Vince McNeil		
Chuck Watts
Ministers
Pulpit Minister: Terry Singleton
Spanish Minister: Edison Quevedo
Family Minister: Joshua DuBoise
Youth Minister: Joel Soumar

Attendance & Offering
Sunday Worship: 210+on-line
Wednesday: On-line only
Budget: $13,027
Giving: $15,076
YTD Average: $11,793
Children’s bulletins are available at the Welcome
Center. Please help your child choose the appropriate age level.
Contributions can be dropped in the containers at
the doors following worship, given on line, by setting
up through your bank, by mail or dropped off at the
office Monday through Friday from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

