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The Birth of a Child
Of all the ways that God uses to reach us, Jesus being born on earth may be the most unusual. We have all seen the
new baby that is brought in the room by the proud parents with the grandparents right behind carrying all the bags.
Smiles are everywhere as the new baby quickly becomes the center of attention without even trying. Everyone is drawn
to the new baby with comments of how beautiful and small. Why does a baby command so much attention?
The parents are excited because they have a new child, someone to care for, teach and watch grow. It is a big responsibility, and they look forward to the challenge. It seems that everyone has advice for them even if they have never had
children. Everyone has stories of what happened when their child was born. Most of the ones we remember are now
funny, even if they were very stressful at the time. They want to be encouraging, but it may be a little scary to realize
how many things can go wrong.
It would be hard to imagine the setting if God were actually in their arms. Would the advice change? Who has actually
helped God learn how to walk or talk? The God who said, “Let there be light,” is being taught to say the word light. Would
we be more protective of the God of the universe than we would over another child? Does God need our protection in
times when he seems vulnerable? If Jesus was born like us, he would be at risk as much as any other child. His life
might be more at risk because of Herod trying to kill the babies around his birth. But this just shows how much trust God
has in the young parents with children. The salvation of the world has always rested in the hands of young parents who
will raise their children to believe in and follow God.
As we think about the birth of Christ this week, we realize why the angels rejoiced. We can rejoice with shepherds who
may not have understood anything until the angels appeared. Today it is not the ignorance of the birth of Jesus but the
overwhelming confusion of other things like bearded people, trees and presents that cloud our view. To keep our focus
on God and what he has done is always difficult. Do we pray more sincerely with a pandemic or does our fear become
extreme? The birth of Jesus shows that in the middle of all the chaos and hate of the world, God is still able to send a
very fragile child in an extreme time to bring about the defeat of evil and the salvation of all people everywhere. It is time
to rejoice at what God can do as we declare, “Glory to God in the highest”.

							
Welcome to the Family

**No New information this week--please notify the office of new
addresses, phones and email updates**

Our Mission: Equip the family of God to be Jesus in
the home, the community and the world.

--Terry

Order of Worship
Song Leader: Mike Corder
Song 496: “O Listen to the Wondrous Story”
Welcome & Prayer: Jeff Deaver
Song 1018: “Joy to the World”
Song 997: “O Come, All Ye Faithful”
Song 999: “The First Noel”
Song 995: “It Came upon the Midnight Clear”
Song 1001: “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”
Song 996: “O Little Town of Bethlehem”
Song 167: “Hosanna”
Song 357: “Bethlehem...Galilee...Gethsemane”
Communion & Contribution: Ben Jeffrey
Song 353: “One Day!”
Scripture Reading: Isaiah 9:2-7 Alex Green
Sermon: “A Child for All” Terry Singleton
Song 1003: “Silent Night”
Shepherd’s Prayer: Jack Farr

Tuesday Ladies’ Class
On break until the 12th of January!
Corporation Meeting
The annual corporation meeting for Mesa Church of Christ will be on Sunday,
January 3rd, immediately following morning worship. This will only take a few
minutes and is a state requirement of all corporations.
Happy Anniversary!
A very happy 50th anniversary on this coming Tuesday to JoAnne
Bridgman and her husband, Richard. Also, Danny & Jana Church
will celebrate 59 years of marriage on Wednesday, December 23rd! Praise
God for these great examples of taking a life commitment seriously and being
a great example for all of us!
Pickleball Anyone?
Jeff Deaver is looking to start a weekly or semi-weekly Pickleball group at his
house in South Gilbert. If you are interested, please contact Jeff at 480-3936929.
Office Closed
The office will be closed on Wednesday through Friday of this week for Christmas and Thursday and Friday of the following week for New Years. Please
note that info for the bulletin will need to be in by early Tuesday morning this
week to make it in for next Sunday.
Adopt-a-Family Mesa Style
Shopping and wrapping are complete! Gifts will be
delivered this afternoon to five of the families and
a sixth will pick up on Monday or Tuesday. Each
family was also given a generous Fry’s gift card
and a Chick-Fil-A gift card for the family. Thank you
so much for your help with this annual program to
assist families in our neighborhood with Christmas
gifts and to offer them an invitation to come be a
part of God’s family through your generosity! We
also assisted 3 additional families with gift cards for
the season as well. Praise God for what he can do
through us! Thank you so much for your generosity.
Here are a few snapshots from our office this week!

Praise and Prayers

new and critical

Rusty Farr.................................................. Covid recovery
Carl Goodman........................................ Undergoing tests
Elizabeth Hill.............................................Covid Recovery
Santiago & Marilynn Yañez....................... Covid recovery
Diane Gist......................... Surgery for blood clot recovery
Brad & Barbara Kerley..............................Covid Recovery
Tracy Bouley.................................Elbow surgery recovery
Ed Schroeder........................... Back pain and procedures
Maria Leos................................................Covid Recovery
Staci Buchanan................................ Pneumonia recovery

on-going health problems

Heather Jette, Luana Guthrie, Malta O’Gorman, Joan
Piercy, Samuel DuBoise, Lynnita Knoch, Peter Ballesteros, Kevin Olson, Julie Vega, Debbie McMorries (S.
Young’s mom), April Norment (D. DuBoise’s mom), Shirley
Mathis, Kathy Marstein (P. Watkins’ mom), Lori Howerton’s Parents, Lynda Campbell, Troy Price, Gloria Hadley,
Jerra Bonebrake, Gaby Ivy, Jon Hardin, Michelle Black,
Lori Howerton, Tewana Carter, Martha Carroll, Gloria
Hadley, Brenda Yee

Shepherds
Jack Farr		
C.R. Gaines
Jackie Hinkle		
Kevin Hubby
Vince McNeil		
Chuck Watts
Ministers
Pulpit Minister: Terry Singleton
Spanish Minister: Edison Quevedo
Family Minister: Joshua DuBoise
Youth Minister: Joel Soumar

Attendance & Offering
Sunday Worship: 181+on-line
Wednesday: On-line only
Budget: $13,027
Giving: $11,848
YTD Average: $11,794
Children’s bulletins are available at the Welcome
Center. Please help your child choose the appropriate age level.
Contributions can be dropped in the containers at
the doors following worship, given on line, by setting
up through your bank, by mail or dropped off at the
office Monday through Friday from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

