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Rebellion Against Authority
There comes a time when all of us will rebel against authority. We think of the teenager with a purple mohawk with his jeans
ripped and his shirt on backward. That has become such a normal sign of rebellion that we don’t even notice anymore. We
recognize it in the two-year-old that stamps their foot and says no they don’t want to go. Rebellion seems almost as natural as
breathing to some people. No matter what anyone says, they are going to disagree and claim there is something they don’t like.
How does it happen that some people are happy with everything and some are not? Some find fault with everything and feel
like they are being mistreated. Some are happy and make the best of it. We see it in time of extreme poverty or loss that an
attitude of thankfulness is over everything. They are thankful to all be alive. Their house burned or the plane crashed, but they
are lucky to be alive.
Authority is given for a reason. The first assumption is God has all authority. We understand that because God created everything. We belong to the one who created us. Jesus claims to have all authority after his resurrection because of this encounter
with Satan. He has overcome all things, even death, and now has authority over all things. He makes a covenant with us and
gives us his life as an example to follow. Some of his life was in rebellion to the rulers of his time for distorting the intent of the
Law. Some of his teaching was to establish a way we could be more like God.
Even recognizing God’s authority as creator over everything, we know we should obey him, but we just don’t feel like it. We don’t
want to. We can’t get our feelings to fall in line with our logic, and so we rebel and do what we want. Rebellion against God is
called sin. Sometimes we are like the two-year-old stamping our foot and saying, “But I want to!” Sometimes we can recognize
and accept the authority of God and realize how much better life will be later, if we just take his authority for our life and do what
he wants now. That may mean we rebel against the sinful world and adopt the authority of Christ. If rebellion is part of life, we
should make sure we rebel against evil and live for what is good.
						
											--Terry
Mesa Family Directory Updates
Address: Amanda Watts, .
Address: Mallory Watson,
Welcome to the Family: Luis & Sandra Olaquibel,

Our Mission: Equip the family of God to be Jesus in
the home, the community and the world.

Order of Worship
Song Leader: Tory Kenner
Song: “Here I Am to Worship”
Welcome & Prayer: Joshua DuBoise
Song: “Lord, Reign In Me”
Song: “Create In Me a Clean Heart”
Song: “Break My Heart”
Song 683: “I Am Mine No More”
Communion & Contribution: Dave Verret
Song 577: “We Bow Down”
Scripture Reading: Luke 5:17-26 Nick Kelley
Sermon: “Connecting Authority & Heart” Terry Singleton
Song 662: “All To Jesus, I Surrender”
Shepherd’s Prayer: Chuck Watts

Tuesday Ladies’ Class
Ladies’ Class meets on Tuesday of this week in Room 105 at 10 a.m. Danell
Fitzgerald is teaching “Gleaning the Old & Practicing the New.” Ladies of all
ages are invited to attend--please wear a mask and plan to social distance.
Thank You
Thank you so much for the cards and prayers offered for us over the past
couple of months. We are both feeling much better and hope to be back in
services soon.
--Santiago & Marilynn Yañez
Opportunity for Service
Sendy Green’s parents, Neil & Cristie Simmons, are moving to town at the
end of this month. They need assistance on Wednesday afternoon, January 27th, to unload some heavy furniture and large boxes into a storage
facility here in Mesa. Please contact Sendy at 623-521-9859 if you could
help with this!
Thank You
Thank you all for your prayers and support from when my father passed
away until now. I don’t know what we would do without such support.
Please keep us in your prayers still...there are more changes to be had. We
are beyond blessed. Many Blessings,
--Jana & Janissa Bitikofer

Praise and Prayers
new and critical

Carl Goodman.........................Cancer Treatments started
Ed Schroeder........................... Back pain and procedures
Lynda Campbell...............................................Broken foot
Yamile Torres & Twins.......................Strength and growth
Malta O’Gorman....... Cancer Treatments beginning again
Brant Clinard.................................................. Oral surgery
Rusty Farr & Family.................................................. Covid

on-going health problems

Heather Jette, Luana Guthrie, Samuel DuBoise,
Lynnita Knoch, Peter Ballesteros, Kevin Olson,
Julie Vega, Debbie McMorries (S. Young’s mom),
April Norment (D. DuBoise’s mom), Shirley Mathis,
Kathy Marstein (P. Watkins’ mom), Lori Howerton’s
Parents, Troy Price, Gloria Hadley, Jerra Bonebrake, Gaby Ivy, Jon Hardin, Michelle Black, Lori
Howerton, Tewana Carter, Martha Carroll, Brenda
Yee, Diane Gist

Address of Note
Lynda Campbell is currently in rehab for her broken foot. Here is her contact information for calls or cards: Lynda Campbell, .
Phone Change
Please note that Jackie & Frances Hinkle no longer have a home phone.
You can now reach them on their cell phones. Jackie: ; Frances: . Frances
says if she does not answer, please leave a message!

Shepherds
Jack Farr		
C.R. Gaines
Jackie Hinkle		
Kevin Hubby
Vince McNeil		
Chuck Watts
Ministers
Pulpit Minister: Terry Singleton
Spanish Minister: Edison Quevedo
Family Minister: Joshua DuBoise
Youth Minister: Joel Soumar

Attendance & Offering
Sunday Worship: 220 + online
Wednesday: On-line only
2021 Budget: $13,323
Giving: $11,954
YTD Average: $12,677

Children’s bulletins are available at the Welcome
Center. Please help your child choose the appropriate age level.
Contributions can be dropped in the containers at
the doors following worship, given on line, by setting
up through your bank, by mail or dropped off at the
office Monday through Friday from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

