
Welcome to the Mesa Family                                                                

we have children’s programs available
during our worship service
•An Attended Nursery is available for infants (0-2 years) in 
Room 101.

•A Room for infants and nursing mothers is also provided at the 
back of the auditorium.

•Toddlers Bible Hour (TBH) is offered for all children 2-3 
years old, begins after communion in Room 102. 

•Children’s Bible Hour (CBH) for children ages 4 -3rd grade, 
begins after communion in Theater del Soul Upstairs.

(CBH & TBH Do Not Meet on 5th Sundays)

¿Habla Español?
Tenemos clases Bíblicas y

!adoramos en español!

1223 E. Dana Ave.
Mesa, AZ 85204

Phone: 480-964-1743
Fax: 480-827-1864

Email: office@mesachurch.org
Web: www.mesachurch.org

Office Hours:  Mon.-Thur. (8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.)*
Fri. (8 a.m. to 4 p.m.)*
*Edison off on Friday
*Joel off on Tuesday      

We are so glad that you are here today! We have been praying that God 
would allow us to meet you today and worship together. You are an an-
swer to our prayer! If you are visiting from the area, we would love to have 
you as part of our family!
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“The Benefits of Thanksgiving”
You’ve likely seen the studies and reports on the benefits of thankfulness.  Better Relation-
ships. Better physical & mental health. Reduced Aggression. Increased empathy. Better 
sleep. Better self-esteem. These are wonderful benefits, however being thankful with no 
direction is short lived and self-serving. We feel better but what does it really lead to? Even-
tually we are just “thankful” but not sure to who. At the far end of the spectrum, we might 
become thankful to ourselves for our hard work and success. Then the illusion of true grate-
fulness evaporates. Similar to humility – the moment we point out how humble we are – it 
vanishes. Thankfulness needs a direction that is not pointed toward us, or fate or luck or the 
universe.

Thankfulness needs proper direction. So if not directed toward ourselves, where do we ex-
press our gratitude? To friends and neighbors?  To employers?  To family?  To civil servants?  
To military?  To medical professionals?  To fellow Christians?  These are all good, but it really 
must start in the proper place, or our perspective becomes warped, and we are surely thank-
ful but possibly not in the right way.

We must start with giving thanks to the ultimate source of all things, God!  Read and medi-
tate on these passages about being thankful. 2 Corinthians 9:11, 1 Timothy 4:4-5, Hebrews 
12:28-29, Psalm 107:21, Psalm 69:30, Colossians 3:16. 

And let’s sum it all up with this - 1 Thessalonians 5:18 - in everything give thanks; for this is 
the will of God for you in Christ Jesus.

As you listen to people expressing their thanks in the coming days, take note of whether or 
not they say they are thankful “to God” or if they leave you hanging….  They are thankful to 
who?  We need to acknowledge Him. It is difficult to comprehend the grace of our God who 
gives and sacrifices for His creation but rarely receives direct thanks for His immeasurable 
generosity to us.

If we start with God, our habit grows so we will come to recognize many others who deserve 
our thanks in addition to God.  Brothers and Sisters in Christ who love, honor and share life 
with us will receive our thanks. Think of all the scriptures that speak of our Christian relation-
ships of hospitality, love, and honor, but then imagine us not feeling a need to also thank 
those fellow children of God for the blessings they shower on us? Of course not! Let’s be 
thankful, to God, and to those all around us who enrich our lives, who build us up in the Lord. 
Be filled & overflowing with thanksgiving in the Lord!

Let our thankfulness live on beyond Thanksgiving!
                     --Chuck Watts

Order of Worship
Worship Leader:  Jack Farr

Song 238:  “You Are the Song That I Sing”
Song:  “Shout Hallelujah”

Welcome & Prayer: Vince McNeil

Song 528:  “I Know That My Redeemer Lives”
Song:  “Lord, Reign In Me”

Song:  “Wonderful, Merciful Savior”
Song:  “Now To Him”

Song:  “Beautiful Lamb of God”

Communion & Contribution: Daniel Fenwick
Announcements:  Vince McNeil

Song:  “How Can I Keep From Singing?”

Scripture Reading:  Eph. 5:15-19 Rich Rowland
Sermon:  “I’ve Got the Joy Down In My Heart”  

Joel Soumar
Song:  “Come, Let Us Sing With Joy”
Song:  “I Love You Lord”
Song:  “Break My Heart”
Song:  “Blessed Be Your Name”

Invitation Song: “Hosanna”

Shepherd’s Prayer: Kevin Hubby

(Streaming Director: Bruce Henthorn
PowerPoint:  Charles Elgin)

Mark Your Calendar                                                                         
December 5th:  Spanish Breakfast
December 5th:  LTC Chorus Rehearsal
December 5th:  Gaines Connect Group Restart
December 11th:  Pantry
December 11th:  Spanish Ladies’ Christmas Party
December 19th:  Worship In Prayer Assembly
December 19th:  LTC Chorus
December 22nd:  Richard & JoAnne Bridgman 51st Anniversary
December 23rd:  Danny & Jana Church 60th Anniversary
December 16th:  LTC Chorus
December 30th:  LTC Chorus

Our Mission:  Equip the family of God to be Jesus in 
the home, the community and the world.

LTC Chorus Rehearsal 
in the Annex Decem-

ber 5th after services!

Check out a slide show from Mission Sunday by Brant Clinard 
at https://azkid.zenfolio.com/p62861101



Mesa Family Directory Updates

New to the Family:  Leslie Simmons, 
Phone:  Nydia Ballesteros 

Guests 
Please consider yourself our honored guest.  We are glad you have 
come our way and invite you to return any time you can.   We encourage 
you to fill out a guest card so we have a record of your visit.  There are a 
number of people in our congregation who would love to study the Bible 
with you if you so desire.  Please come back to worship with us at any 
and every opportunity you have.

Attendance & Offering          

Sunday Worship: 299 
Budget:  $13,323
Giving: $20,645
YTD Average: $11,541
Contributions can be dropped in the containers at the 
doors following worship, given on line, by setting up 
through your bank, by mail or dropped off at the office 
Monday through Friday from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Our Meeting Times                
Bible Class .........................9:30am
Worship ...........................10:30am
Wednesday Class ..............7:00pm 

Preacher Selection Committee News/Updates

Interview Phase - The committee announced last week that there were 20 candidate names submitted by our recommenders. We 
are in the process of vetting many of those candidates to determine their interest and qualifications. Interviews are also in progress 
for candidates who have agreed to move forward in the process. 

Prayer - Please keep the interview process in your prayers...it is vital that we keep offering our requests to God regarding our next 
pulpit minister. Pray that God and His Spirit will guide that man to the committee’s attention.

Mark Your Calendars - We will have our second Prayer service on Sunday, December 19. It will be a combined service with 
English and Hispanic congregations, with the prayers being led by our Eldership with a “Call to Fasting”. A bulletin insert will be 
provided on December 12 to help us understand more about what God’s word says about fasting. Please plan on attending this 
important time of worship!

Any questions? If you have any questions about the work the committee is doing, please email us at mesaministersearch@gmail.
com or visit our webpage at https://www.mesachurch.org/minister-search-info/.

Praise and Prayers

new and critical
David Woodrow ..................................Cancer Treatments
Jackie Hinkle .............. Radiation Treatments begin 11/29
Ed Schroeder ........................ Knee replacement recovery
Richard Erno (Nathan & Alec’s baby) ..Bone marrow transplant
Carl Goodman .....................................Cancer treatments
Lynda Campbell ........................................Shoulder rehab
Jo Birdwell ...........................Recovering from Pneumonia 
 
on-going health problems
Kevin Olson, Debbie McMorries (S Young’s mom),  
Lori Howerton’s Parents, Lori Howerton, Martha 
Carroll, Tewana Carter, Gloria Hadley, Travis (G’son 
of Ann Nichols),  Virginia Hielen,  Marty & Kathy 
Marstein (P. Watkins’ parents), Annie Nichols, Luana 
Guthrie, Lynnita Knoch

Shepherds
               Jack Farr  C.R. Gaines
              Jackie Hinkle  Kevin Hubby
              Vince McNeil  Chuck Watts

Ministers
Spanish Minister:  Edison Quevedo

Youth Minister:  Joel Soumar

Learning a New Song
NEXT SUNDAY, December 5th, we plan 
to learn a new song called “Highly Exalt-
ed” using the Praise & Harmony 3 Step 
Method. What follows is a link so that you 
can get familiar with this song beforehand 
if you so choose. https://praiseandhar-
mony.tv/programs/highly-exalted-fullmov-
a5e449  

To sign up for the free trial, simply go to 
PraiseAndHarmony.TV and use the code 
MESA3MO and be watching for an excit-
ing opportunity to save that we will soon 
announce! 

Moving Assistance Needed
Lynda Campbell is needing assistance 
with moving on Saturday, December 11th.  
Please call the office if you could help with 
this--a time will be determined by evaluat-
ing participants’ availability.  

MISSION SUNDAY 
UPDATED TOTALS

Checks = $57,216 
Cash = $2,356

Online = $6,412
Wagon = Coins = $648 

Bills in wagon = $74
Pledges = $13,090

Total = $79,796

Thank you for your generosity!  Funds are 
still coming in toward our $85,000 goal!  
Mission Sunday bulletins and pledge 
cards are available at the Welcome 

Center.

Blankets for the Homeless
Ilmer Ortiz, deacon over the homeless 
outreach, is collecting funds to purchase 
blankets ($6 to $10 each) to be given out 
to the homeless in December.  Checks for 
this purpose need to be marked as “blan-
kets for homeless.”

Gaines Connect Group
C.R. & Susan Gaines are restarting the 
Connect Group that meets in their home 
on Sunday, December 5th, at 5 p.m.  This 
group meets in Queen Creek (Signal Butte 
and Ocotillo) and would love to connect 
more with anyone living in the East Valley. 
More details coming soon.

Q-Bees Deliver
Cathy Esquivel delivered 24 quilts to Manu-
elito Children’s Home on the Navajo reser-
vation and 18 quilts to Albuquerque Chris-
tian Children’s Home in behalf of the Mesa 
Q-Bees.  Things were slowed a bit due to 
the pandemic, but these busy bees found a 
way to still deliver!  

Tuesday Ladies’ Class
Ladies’ class will resume this week fol-
lowing a week off for Thanksgiving break.  
Ladies of all ages are welcome to attend 
on Tuesday morning at 10:00 a.m.

Adopt-a-Family Mesa Style
Many of you have picked up cards to help provided gifts for some neighborhood 
families that need some extra assistance for Christmas this year.  If you have not 
had an opportunity to take a card and would like one, feel free to call (480-964-
1743) or email the office (office@mesachurch.org), and we will let you know what 
we still have available.  Here are the next steps for those who have cards:

• Purchase the items on the card.
• Wrap or gift bag these items and attach your copy of the card to the outside 

of the gift--if you have more than one package either duplicate your card and 
attach to both or put the items together in some fashion that the card can be 
attached.

• Return these to the office workroom by Sunday, December 12th.
• Watch for details on how we will join together to deliver these to our special 

neighbors--on Sunday afternoon, December 19th. 

**Note:  If you prefer to make a donation to this and have 
someone else actually do the shopping, please make checks 
payable to Mesa Church of Christ and in-
dicate “adopt a family” in the notation 
section. These extra funds are also used 
to purchase a food gift card to help these 
families as well.

Adult Education
Are you a current or past teacher?  Have you wondered what it 
would be like to teach an adult class?  Would you be interested in 
helping to guide and to develop material for adult classes?  Then 
please join us for a meeting in Room 105 after services Sunday 
morning, December 5th.


